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stant tired feeling and aching pain in the back and around the loins. 
An irritable rash appeared over the hands and arms. Then she began 
to have pain with weakness in the hands and ankles, both pain and 
weakness increasing in degree and extent until they involved nearly 
all the voluntary muscles in the body and the patient was absolutely 
helpless. The muscles became rigid, and she had to be moved in bed 
as one stiff piece. The extremities were fixed in flexion with wrist¬ 
drop and foot-drop. All the muscles reacted slightly to strong elec¬ 
tric stimulation, faradic or galvanic. Sensation was normal. No 
deep reflexes could be obtained. Perspiration was excessive. The 
affection ran a slowly progressive course for about two years when 
some slight improvement began and, at the time of the report, about 
two years and a half after the beginning of the trouble, she was able 
to walk a little, but the upper extremities were still practically useless. 
The author thought that she would ultimately be able to walk rea¬ 
sonably well. He thought that the time for treatment is during the 
acute stage or soon after the onset, when rest, diaphoretics and salic¬ 
ylates, with perhaps small doses of mercury, would control the in¬ 
flammation and lessen very much the subsequent mischief. 

Patrick. 

210. La mala die de Blaise Pascal (Blaise Pascal’s Disease). Binet 

Sangle (Annales medico-psychologique, 1899, March). 

This psychological study of Pascal here brings out a number of in¬ 
teresting facts. The family history, as to his ancestors, is lacking; yet 
it is certain that his brothers and sisters were decidedly neurotic and 
hysterical and were all short-lived. 

It seems evident that Pascal suffered from severe neurasthenia, in 
that he complained frequently of transitory paraplegias, general prostra¬ 
tion, persistent digestive disturbances and obstinate headache. He was 
extremely emotional, at times hypochondriacal, and had a number of 
phobias with hallucinations. Moreover, he had distinct periods of dis¬ 
ordered judgment, which coincided with grave alterations in his general 
health. Benoit. 

211. A Case of General Paralysis of the Insane in a Child. 

John Thomson and D. A. Welsh (British Medical Journal, No. 

1996, p. 784, April 1, 1899). 

The patient was a girl and there was distinct evidence of hereditary 
syphilis. When she was between ten and a half and eleven years of 
age it was observed that she was not improving in her school work, 
and seemed to be getting stupid and irritable at home. No further 
change was noted in her mental condition until she was about twelve, 
when fits set in, and she became steadily less intelligent. Her speech 
was characteristically affected by the time she was twelve and a half 
years of age, and her knee-jerks were greatly exaggerated when she 
was thirteen years of age. When about fourteen years of age she 
bed several distinct hallucinations. Between eleven and fourteen years 
of age she became unnaturally fat, but afterwards she steadily emaci¬ 
ated. The fits continued at varying intervals during her whole life. 
Six months before her death she had an attack of subacute periostitis 
over the right tibia, which was greatly relieved by iodide of potash. 
She died in a state of extreme debility of mind and body, aged six¬ 
teen years and eleven months. 

The post-mortem examination showed no trace of subdural mem¬ 
brane, but an opaque and milky pia-arachnoid everywhere adherent 
to the brain and an excess of ccrebro-spinal fluid. The cerebral con- 
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^volutions were greatly atrophied, being small, narrow, and separated 
by dilated sulci. Atrophic changes were general, but most marked in 
frontal and parietal regions of each side. On section the cortical gray 
matter was found to be extremely atrophied, its layers indistinct, and 
its consistence tougher than normal. The white matter showed irreg¬ 
ular patches of congestion and increased toughness. The basal 
ganglia were also congested. The lateral ventricles were somewhat 
dilated, and their ependyma showed fine scattered granulations; more 
numerous and more prominent granulations were present in the fourth 
ventricle. The choroid plexus showed no obvious change- Micro¬ 
scopic sections of the cortex from various regions showed changes 
characteristic of general paralysis in the nerve cells, in the neuroglia, 
and in the vessels. Patrick. 

*212. Sur UN CAS DE coxalgie hysterique (A Case of Hysterical Hip- 

Joint Disease). M. Lannois (Lyon medical, Vol. 90, p. 395). 

The patient was a young peasant woman, of twenty years, who was 
subject to violent hysterical convulsions. Although the family and per¬ 
sonal history, as well as the previous course of the affection, indicated 
tubercular hip-joint disease, the author found hyperesthesia, or rather 
hyperalgesia, in the region of the hip, affecting skin and muscles, and 
these structures were much more sensitive than was the joint to heavy 
percussion over the trochanter. Under chloroform anesthesia the joint 
structures were found to be entirely normal. A novel method of cure 
was the plan pursued of demonstrating the free mobility of the joint to 
a number of co-patients, who afterwards ridiculed to the subject the idea 
of her being really disabled. This ridicule brought on a violent hysteri¬ 
cal attack, which was followed by complete disappearance of the pre¬ 
vious symptoms. Patrick. 

213. Tetanoid Seizures in Epilepsy. L. Pierce Clark (American 

Journal of Insanity, 55, 1899, p. 583). 

Tonic or ten-tanoid epilepsy, Clark holds, judging from literature, 
and his experience at Craig Colony, to 'be a comparatively rare con¬ 
dition, though he is not disposed to make a special type of epilepsy of 
such tetanoid seizures. The history of a case is presented, who prior 
to the time of the observations had had grand mal seizures. In the 
tetanoid seizures the head was first slightly rotated to the right, and 
then decidedly to the left. Then the spasm passed rapidly over the 
entire body, apparently bilaterally from head to foot in a wave like 
manner. All the muscles were in tonic rigidity each time for fifteen to 
twenty seconds. The back was well arched as in tetanus; the muscular 
rigidity being so great that the body could be raised from the floor, by 
lilting the ankles, the occiput supporting the upper end. These tonic 
spasms occurred for a period of three hours, and were not inter¬ 
mingled with those of a clonic nature. Jelliffe. 

214. Un CAS d' epilepsie jack son nienne hysterique (A Case of Hys¬ 
terical Jacksonian Epilepsy). J. Crocq (Journal de Neurologie, 

August 20, 1899, p. 321). 

Attacks of convulsions developed in a man after a fright, and be¬ 
came as numerous as twenty-five in twenty-four hours. They began 
with tingling in the left leg. Tonic spasm of short duration in this 
limb gave place to clonic spasms, and these involved successively the 
left arm and head and later the right side, but predominated still in 
the left side. The face, mouth and eyes were drawn to the left, con- 



